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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Li brar y-study

~

Controversy

The library- study hall in t h e secondary s chool h a s l ong
be en the sub j ect of cont rover s y , i nvolvi ng both the te a ching
and libr ary pro fes si ons .

In gener al, educators have argued

in f avor of the combi nation, whi le l ibrari an s have maintained
t hat the libr ary should r emain separate from the study hall.
The combining of the library and the study hall was undertaken by administrators to eliminate t he unde s i r a ble features of
the study hall.

It was felt tha.t the study hall would take

on meaning and efficiency when functioning under library conditi ons.

As time h as passed, the advocates of the combina-

tion have bec ome more convinced of its advant ages while i t s
opponents are as determined as over in their obj ections.
In examining the litera t ure for sugge stions the 'i nvestigator has found fe w studie s relating to
combina tion library-study hall.
v~iters

t~e

problem of a

From the fact that many

recommend further investigation of the problem, it

is evident that the controversy has not been settled.

Gold-

smithl suggests that further study be made of the problem to
l Edward Goldsmith, ttShall the Library and Study Hall Be
Combined," School Executive , LII (August, 1940), 32.
I

2

corroborate evidence al r eady on h and t o suppor t t h e l ibra rys tudy hal l pl an .

Lo gasa 2 suggest s t hat su spended judgment

is be s t until a l l f actor s in t he pr obl em h ave been c ons ider ed .
Re a son

~

Combinat i on

To many it is n ot cle ar l y understood why the library
was combined with the study h all.

Loga s a answer s t his very

effectively.
Th e tr adition al st udy h all wa s an educ ation al eye sore , and one t ha t pre vailed
in the gre at majority of sch ools. Secondary
school administrators had tried t o i mprove
it without muoh success. In 191~ a few progressive educat ors looked about f or some r emedy. At a bout that time the supervised study
movement was attraotiveattention, as was t he
emer ging school library, both concerned with
study and reading practices. To give the
study h al l some of the de sired qualitie s of
these t wo agencies would have the effect of
giving the study hall meaning and efficiency •••
therefore in f i rst one small school and then
another the school library and study hall were
oombined under the theory that their separate
funotions were compl ementary, with the hope
that both functions could be oarried on in
the library and under library oonditions.)
Statement

~

Soope

£! Problem

This is a four year high sohool at Osawatomie, Kansas,
whioh had an enrollment of 286 at the time this study wa s
made.
The school plant was not built to allow a separate
2Hannah Logasa. ~ Study Hall, p. 170.

3Ibid ., p. 167.

3
l i brar y and s t udy hall to ex i s t .

Bec aus e of t he enro l lment

and add i t i ons to t he curric ulum, s pa ce i s not av ailab le ei ther at t he pr esent or i n the near futur e to have any ot her
t y pe of organizat i on .

Various pr obl ems present t hems elves

when such a plan ha s to be used.
This s tudy is an a t t empt to de t ermine from t he informat i on given by the pupils and teachers what problems exist in
t h is l ibr ary-study hall and to suggest improvements ba sed on
this infor mation.
Related Studies
Numerous studies regarding the secondary sohool library
have been made but f ew have de alt directly with the combination library-study hall.

Many studi e s have mentioned tha t

the combination plan exists, but in general, the study hall
has been largely forgotten.
Johnson4 made, in 1932, a survey of the seoondary school
library which included 390 schools in forty-six states and
the District of Columbia.

He found that most librarians do

not approve of having the library and study hall combined.
Principals, however, look with favor on the combination plan.
A study of the use made of library materials indic at e s that
these materials are used more in schools having library-study
halls than in schools whose libraries are separate.
Robert made a study of the library-study hall in 107
4B• Lamar Johnson. ~ Secondary School Library.

4

schools in Louisiana and came to the followi ng conclusions:
1. A librarian cannot successfully s upe rvise
both the library and the study hall unless the
school enrollment is very small
2. The sohools approved by t he Southern Accrediting Association seem to have t he highest type of
library organization in the st ate
3. The trend in library organization in Louisiana is toward a separate library and study hall
4. The survey of pupil use of library materials
indioates that a larger per oent of pupils use library
materials in the combination than in the separate
form
5. The most efficient form of library organization seems to be the combination with the best
features of the separate system?
Slauson6 conducted a study in 1932 by comparing the service of the study hall-library and the separate library in the
junior high school.

She came to the conclusion that in spite

of the tendency to combine the study hall and library f acilities and services, the separate form is preferred.
Lamb 7 made a survey in 1946 by comparing the secondary
school library service in library-studY halls and separate
libraries.

The conclusions drawn were that the library-study

hall is adequately prepared to give service as is the library
which is separate from the study hall and the advantages 1'esuIting from such a combination do not compensate the problems which are created by the combination plan.

5p. C. Robert. ~ Library and ~ Study ~.

60 • M. Slauson. Comparison £! ~ Service £! ~ Study-

~-Library ~ ~

School.

Separate Library in

~

Junior

~
,

7Nathalie Lamb. Secondary Sohool Library Service
Library-study Halls ~ Separate Libraries.
.

!a

5
Re a son

~

studl

The library- s t udy hall comb i n ation has some undesirable
condi tions whi c h exist no t onl y i n one school but in many
sch ools t hat employ t his plan .

Many of t he same prob lems ,

s uch a s pupil and teacher use of the library mat eri als, the
at t itud e of pupils toward the library-study hall period ,
discipline, and book c,ollection are found in schools using
the combined form.

It is felt tha t until these problems have

been met, the objectives of the school and of the library can
hardly be realized.
It seems to the writer in his investigations that very
little opportunity has been given the pupils and teach ers to
express their viewpoints on this problem.

A philosophy th a t

prevails in the educational world today is t hat a situation
should be made to fit the needs of the individual and not to
make the individual to fit the Situation; therefore, the
opinions of these people should be given due consideration.
The writer also believes that the improvement of the
library-study hall policies and physical conditions will result in better teacher and pupil participation.
Philosophy
Our modern concept of educ ation opposes many of the
things done by the trad.i tional school and a ttempts to make
school a place where the students want to go, a place where
they can get the background of experience that is so

6
ess ent ial to success, a pl ace where students can devel op as
intell i gent and useful citizens.
We have supp lemented the t r aditional

t e ~tbook

with a

libr ary of books, a ssembled in great numbers and covering
many fields of study.

This is a very distinct difference

between our modern concept of education and the principles
held by the traditional school.

Teachers and administrators

are getting away from the practice of herding pupils in the
study hall and forcing them to study their assignments; instead, the library-study hall is thought of as a place where
groups of students can work out class projects together, a
place where students can browse through the library materials that are supplied, a place where students can be exposed
to the best types of literature available.
Limitations
Before this study was made, certain limitations were evident.

First, the author has had no experience with library

or study hall wor.k; however, the interest that the writer
holds in seeing good school libraries and study halls brought
about and functioning efficiently urged him to go ahead with
this study.

Second, the use of the check list places a limit

on the number of responses an individual can make.

It guides

the method of response rather than allowing the individual to
give a free opinion.

Third, this study depends to a great

extent on the opinions of those answering the questionnaires.

7
Because such opini ons may be contr adict ory ,
ways be used as a f act in themselves.

the~

cannot al-

Fourth , only one school

was used i n this s t udy be cause i t was felt that f r om availWlle
l iterat ure on t he sub ject, t his school was typica l of schools
of similar size having the combined plan of library-study hath
Procedure
It was decided that the best method of obtaining the imformation desired was by a chec,k sheet.

Rel ated literature

was read and the ideas received from this material were incorporated into four check lists, one for the high school teachers, another for the students, one for the librarian, and one
for the principal.

The method in a ttempting to validate these

check sheets was to give them to the students and teachers in
College High, Kansas state Teachers College, Pittsburg, Kansas.

After talking with other students and teachers, plus

the results that were received from giving the check lists,
revisions were made.
Permission to conduct such a study was requested from
the superintendent and the principal of the Osawatomie High
School.

The writer visited the secondary school in Osawat-

omie, Kansas, for one day and each hour during the study hall
periods gave the students a check list to fill out.

One week

before Visiting the high school, the check sheets made for
the teachers, librarian, and prinCipal were mailed to the
principal who gave them out to each teacher.

These were

8
coll ected on . the same day the student s' check list was given
to t hem .
Definiti on

£!

Terms

In a study of thi s n ature i t is neoess ary for all terms
t hat may result in a controversial meaning to be defined.
The term tlstudy hall tl a s used i n this study has reference to a room under the direction of one teacher where pupils are sent to study.
The " libr ary-study hall" refers to a study hall equipped
with books and supplementary materials for study.
The Ustudy hall-librarian" is a person that is regularly
employed to supervise the study hall and in a ddition, to perform library duties, all or a part of the time.
"Supervised study" refers to the type of study procedure
in whieh each teacher during each hour devotes a part of the
regular olassroom time in directing the study.
"Use" will be employed in its broadest sense to inolude
all services of the library, information, readers' advisory
service, and reference work.

10
There are six library - study hall period s during the day.
Each student is

u~u ally

brary-study hall.

a ssigned one hour a day to the li-

The number of pupils dur ing e ach of these

hour s ranges f rom t wenty-six in the sec ond hour to sixty-seven
in the fourth hou r .
The librarian opens the libr ary-study hal l fifteen minutes before school begins in the morning and it remains open
forty minutes or longer after school depending on the damands
of the students and teachers.
It seems that the best tYP$of reference books are being
purchased in order to k eep t he library up to date on such materials.

The following list of reference books have been pur-

chased within the last two years:
1. Encyclopedi a Britannica 1948 ed. and Yearbooks 1949.50
2. The World Book 1948
3. Graves Dictionary of Music and Musici ans 6 Vol.
3. Dictionary of American History .5 Vol.
5. Twelve Informa tion Ple a se Almanacs 1948-49-.50
6. Twelve Webster New Collegiate Dictionaries
7. Webster's Geographical Dictionary
8. One large Webster's New International Dictionary
9. Benet Reader's Encyclopedia
However, the investigator personally examined a number
of books in many fi elds and found that many carried an old
c opyright date.

This was particularly evid.entin the social

scienoe field.

It was also noted that a number of bookshelves

were empty allowing plenty of sp ace for additional books.
Eaton l states that generally administrators look with
lThelma Eaton. "The study Hall-Library, It Sec.ondary Eduoat ion, X (February, 1942), 308.
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f avor upon the combination ; whereas , libr ari ans do n ot approve of thi s pl an.

This s ame at titude prevai l s i n t he Osa-

watomi e Hi gh Sch ool.

The libr arian and t h e pr incipal wer e

a sked if the c ombina tion were s at i sfactory fr om a library
and study hall po i n t of vi ew .

The princ ipal def ended the

comb i na tion; the librarian he artily disapproved.

Both agreed

that the combined plan did make possible more problems in
discipline.
There s eems t o be a psychological re action to some terms
that are used in education that do not appe ar to instill the
best attitudes in the pupils.

The term "study hall ll is used

in the Osawatomie High SchoQl to denote that period when students are assigned to the library-study ha ll.

Goldsmi th 2

fe els that if a study hall and library are combined that the
t erm "study hall" be dro pped and the words "1ibrary period"
used in its place.

She believes that in time the word library

will create an atmosphere conducive to study purposes.
Library Objectives
Since this study involves the library and its serVices,
it may be well to know the objectives or aims of the library
as set down by professional groups in that field.

Fargo has

set down eight library objeotives a s formulated by authorities.
2

QE.. cit., p • .51.
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1 . To ac qu i re books and other mat er ials in
l ine wi t h the demands of the ourriculum and needs
of t he student s
2. To guide pupils in t heir choice of bo-oks
and oth er materials of le ar ning de s i red both for
personal and curricul ar u se
.
3. To develop in pupils skill and resouroefulness in their u s e of boo ks and libraries a.nd
to enoourage the ha bit of personal inve stigation
4. To help pupils esta blish a wide r ange of
signific ant interests
,. To provide aesthetic experience and de~elop appreciation of the arts
6. To encourage lifelong education through
the use of library resources
7. To encourage soci al a ttitudes and provide
experience in social and democratic living
8. To work cooperatively and constructively
with instructional and administrative staffs of
the school)
North Central Association Standards
The North Central Association has set up library standards which they believe should guide schools in the administration of a library.
The number and kind of books, reference material, and mag azines are adequate
for the number of pupils enrolled and meet
the interests of the pupils and the needs
of instruction in all courses offered.
The library is easily accesstble to
pupils, adequa te in Size, and attractive
in appearance. · The books are classified
and catalogued.
The library is under the direction of
a properly qualified person. Provision is
made for an adequate number of assistants
to the librarian. The high school librarian
3Lucile F. Fargo. ~ Libra;y ~ ~ Sohoel, p. 22.
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in library so i enoe. The t eaoher l ibrari an
s hould de vot e one t o t hre e hours dail y to
t he admi nistration of the l ibrar y and to the
di r ect ion of the l i brary servioe .
14 . Provision should be made for pupils to
r ecei ve ins truction i n the use ot the library,
with this instruc t ion assigned to the librarian5
Study Hall Objectives
- Formal st atements of study hall objectives are difficult
to find.

When we realize the l arge number of seoondary schools

that have study ha lls, this is, indeed, a serious oversight.
If the study hall is to have educational directien,purposes
and objectives should be set up.6
The investigator in his research failed to find any objectives of the study hall as set down by authorities.
Ranking

£! Library-Study Hall Objectives

Teachers, Librarian

~

~

Principal

since no objectives, to the writer's knowledge, have
been set down for the study hall, the author was interested
in attempting to tormulate aims or objectives of the librarystudy hall using library objectives and statements found in
the literature read concerning the study hall.

These were

inoorporated into one list to be considered as possible aims
or objeotives of the library-study hall.

~

These objectives

5state Department of Public Instruction, Kansa s SecondSchool Handbook, 1950, p. 41-43.
6Logasa, ££.

£ii., p. 43.

1.5
whi ch were e ighteen i n number were r anked by eleven te a chers,
t he librarian, and t he high s chool princ ip al in the order of
i mp ort anc e to them.

Each person was given an opportunity to

rank the objective as t o i t s val ue u sing numbers fr om one to
eighteen .

The value s gi v en each objective by the group were

added and then divided by the numbe r of people partici p ating
to f ind the average ranking.

The results are shown in Table

I.

The objective "to encourage lifelong education through
the use of library resources" was ranked first because its
average ranking of 3.33 was nearest one.

The objective ranked

last was Uto identify physical defects U with an average ranking of 16.00.

The same ranking was given to the objeotives

that had an average ranking of 13.2.5.
fill out this part of the

~uestionnaire

Two teaohers failed to
correctly.
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TABLE I
RANKING OF LIBRARY- STUDY HALL OBJECTIVES BY
TEACHERS, L I BRARI AN .AND PRINCIPAL*

Averag e
Ranking

Obje ctive

Rank

11.

To encourage life long educ ation through the
3.33
use of l i brary resources
To encourage the habit of personal investiga- 3.42
tion
To de velop in pupils skill and res ourceful4.67
ness in their use of books and libraries
To en cour age social a tt itudes and provide
6.50
experience in social and democratic living
To guide pupils i n t heir choice of books and
7.33
other materials ~f le arning
Place to develop good study habits for pupils 7.58
Willingness to take responsibility :Of. ·r· cit i~!,·n 8. 61
ship '
WilJJjil gness to take responsibility for study
8.75
on part of students
To help pupils establish a wide range ot
8.92
signiticant interests
.
Planning and organizing study and library
9.67
materials for effective use
Iro emphasize the importance of study to the
10.67

12.

10.92

1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.

~¢~

.

To acquire books and other materials in line
with the demands of the curriculum and the
needs of the students
13. To work cooperatively with instructional and
administrative stafts of the school
14. To provide a clean and comfortable place for
students to study
15.5 Working without immedi ate reward
15.5 To teach methods of lesson preparation
17. To provi de aesthetic experience and develop
appreciation ot the arts
18. To identify physical detects

11.33
12.75
13.25

13.25
14.00
16.00

*three n¢ reporting
Ranking of Library-Study Hall Objectives

~

Pupils

For comparison the students were asked to rank the same

IS
and ot he r ma t eri al s i n l i ne with the demands of t he c ur ricul um and the ne eds of the student s tt with a 5 . 59 aver age .
I t is i nteresting to not e that by obser ving the f irst
seven obj ect ives on Tables I and II, we f i nd that f ive of
t he objectives appear in both tables.

I f we compa re the

l a st seven objectives we find t hat f our of the ob jectives
are ranked in this group on both tables.

The same objective

wa s ranked last by both pupils and teachers.

This seems to

indicate that the pupils and te achers generally agree as to
what the most important aims of the library-study hall should
be.
Pupil

~

£! Library Materials

The proponents of the library-study hall plan have always claimed that the combining of the two results in greater
use of the library materials on the part of the students.
Johnson? and Robert 8 in their studies found this to be true.
Two questions arose to which the author was interested
in finding the answers.

First, how often did the students

use the library materials?

Second, what activity did they

make the most use of duri ng their library-s ,t .iJldy hall period?
In order to determine the extent to which pupils use
t he library materials, a Question providing a free response
was asked.

Their · answers were put under three he adings:

?~. ill., p. 43.

S~. cit., p. 3S.

20
TABLE I V

ACTIVITY USED MOST I N LIBRARY - STUDY HALL
PERI OD BY PUPI LS*

Activity

Number of Student s

Tex t book as s igllment with use of library
ma teria ls
Text book assignment without us e of librar y
materi als
Independent references such as r eports
Browsing and reading of magazines for
pl ea sure
Br owsing and reading of books for pleasure

52
49

43
16

13

*three not reporting
One hundred seventy-three students out of 176 answered
this question.

Fifty-two said they used this period to get

their textbooks assignments with the use of library materials.
The number uSing this period to get their assignments without
the use of library materials was forty-nine.

Forty-three

used the period for independent references, sixteen for browsing and reading of magazines for pleasure, and thirteen for
browsing and reading of books for pleasure.

It is only fair

to point out that four of these five activities have to do
with using the library materials in one way or another, whereas, only one excludes the use of such materials.
Table IV seems to bear out the results of the findings
that teachers are stimulating pupils to use the library materials in connection with their textbooks assignments, but

21

i t als o points out t hat a l arge number do not make use of su ch
ma t erials during t heir libr ary-study hal l p er iods .

This indi-

ca tes the s ame r esults as Table III , that the teaohers can do
a gre at deal more to i mprove this situation .

1£ ~

Stimulating Pupils

Library Mat er ials

The success of the library depends a gre at deal on the
cooperation of the te achers.

They are in a far better posi-

tion to encourage or stimulate pupil use of the library material s than anyone else.

As has been pointed out previously,

if the teachers will make the best possible use of these materials, the pupils may do likewise.

In a study of this na-

ture it is important to know what methods are being employed
by the teachers to stimulate pupils to use the library materials.

This Question was asked of all the teachers answering

this questionnaire.

The follo wing list is made from the an-

swers received.
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.

8.
9.

10.

Problem study
Classroom projects
Themes
Dictionary work
Q,uestions involving use of reader's guide
Reading assignments
Reports
Suggestive material placed on bulletin board
Lecture
Calling attention to pamphlets and ~eriodicals
Teacher

~

£t

Library Materials

The amount of pupil use of library materials depends to
a great extent upon the teachers and their methods of
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i n s truct i on .

I t is i mportant t hat the teachers make a s much

us e a s do the s t udents of t he facil i t i e s the l ibrary h a s to
of f er .

The t e ach ers' re sponses to h' ow often they us e t he li-

br ary mat eri al s were listed under t hre-e headi ngs :
ally, d aily , and ne ver.

occ a sion-

The result s ar e shown in Table V.

TABLE V
OF TEACHER USE OF
LIBRARY MATERI ALS

FRE~UEN CY

=
Frequency

Number of Teachers
6

OccaSionally
Daily
Never

4

3

Of the thirteen teachers a nswering this question, six
said they used the materiels ocassionally, four used them
daily, and three never used them at all.

From the results

shown, it appears that the majority of the teachers are not
using the library materials as much as a teacher should.
Without the use of the library mat eri a ls, the use of the
textbook is about the only guide they have , indicating that
many may be traditional subjeot matter teachers.
Teachers should utilize every bit of available material
in their classroom te aC'hi ng.

T·h i's me ans using materials from

public libraries, school libraries, subscriptions to magazines,
and other sources.
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Davis 9 stat e s t hat by using the publi c library i n t each ing , teachers will fa cilitate ' t he transfer of school libra ry
habits and skill s to t he public li brar y .

I n Table VI we f ind

how many take advantage of such opportunities.
TABLE VI

TEACHER USE OF LIBRARY MATERI ALS

Number of Teachers
No
Yes
Subscribe for magazines to be used in
classroom
Use public library for references
Is your classwork of such a nature as
to require use of the library
Are you making the best use of the
library as a teacher

10

3

7

6

11

2

7

6

It appears that the majority of the teachers take advantage of the opportunity by subscribing for materials as
indioated by ten teaChers.

Only seven teachers said they

used the public library for references pertaining to their
classes.

It seems that teachers would attempt to make more

use of this service hoping that the habits may transfer to
the students.

Eleven teachers responded that their class-

work was of such a nature as to require use of the library.
It is surprising to find that seven of the teachers said
9Hazel DaVis, "Co-operative Relationships Between
Schools and Public Libraries," National Society for the
Study of Education. Forty-second Yearbook, Part II, ~he Library in General Education, p. 232.

they were making the best use of the l i brary as a teacher and
it was s h own in Table V t hat six of the t e achers used the l ibrary mat e r i al s oc aasi onal1y and t hr e e never used them a t all.
This appears to be a direct contradic tion or t hey answered t h e
question by re asoning t hat they were making t he best use
the library considering what wa s

ot

avai1able~

Library Appropri ation
In order to keep a library up to date an adequate amount
of money must be a110ted for this purpose in the school budget.

It is recommended by the Kansas State Department of Pub-

lic Instruction in schools of 250 pupils or more that an annual appropri ation per pupil be at least $1.50. 10

Table VII

shows the appropriation and amount per pupil for the past
five years for the Osawatomie High School library.
TABLE VI!·.

LIBRARY APPROPRIATION AND AMOUNT PER
PUPIL FOR PAST FIVE YEARS

Year

Appropriation

H. S. Enrollment

Amount Per
Pupil

1945
1946
1947
1948

$198.08
618.82

3.50

$0 • .57

760.36
1000.00
1004.48

1949
lOQ2.

£i1.,

p. 43.

342
304
281
286

1.81
2 • .50
3.56

3.51
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I n 1945 the appr opri ation was far below that recommended
by the St at e Department of Publ ic Instruction .
sible an expenditure of only $0.57 per pupil .

This made posI n 1946 the

~p.

propriation was considera ble mor e , raising the amount per pupil t o $1.81, somewhat above the re commended amount.

Since

1946 the annual amount alloted to the school for library purposes has increased until in 1949 when $1004.48 was set aSide,
making the amount of

3.51 possible to be spent per pupil.

This is apprOximately $2.00 above that recommended by authorities which should make available the best material for the
sch ool library.
Attitude

2! PupilS Toward Library-Study

~

Period

It seems desirable to t ry to develop in pupils the right
attitude toward t he library-study hall.

Without this cooper-

ation of the students, such a plan will only lead to chaos.
The investigator was interested in trying to find what attitude prevailed most among the students in regard to the library-study hall period.

Table VIII bears out the results.
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TABLE VIII
ATTITUDE OF PUPILS TOWARD LI BRARY- STUDY HALL PERIOD

Attitude

Number of Students

Place to get lesson a ssignment s
Plac e to de addition al work on yeur
a ssignments
Your fr ee period to do wh at you want
A plaoe to work on class projeots
outside of th e assi gned lesson

102
,50

1.5
9

One hundred two stud.ents believe that this period is
a place to get lesson assignments.

These results indic.ate

that the great majority of the students answering this question have developed a favorable attitude toward the librarystudy hall period.

There were fifty who agreed that it was

a place to do additional work on assignments.

Fifteen

thought of it as their tree period, and nine said it was a
place to work on class projects outside of the assigned
lesson.
Places

~

Pupil Lesson Preparation

It has been questioned by s ome as to the extent to
which pupils use the study hall for their lesson preparation.

In Table VIII the attitude was held by many students

that the study hall is the place to prepare lesson assignments.

It was the purpose of the author to find what place

pupils used the most in preparing for their classes.
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Table I X gives us the r esults.
TABLE IX

PLACES FOR PUPIL LESSON PREPARATION

Place of Preparation

N ~ber

s tudy Hall
Classroom
Home
Elsewhere

of Students

73

69

29
.5

More students use the study hall to get their assignments than any other place as indicated by seventy-three pupils.

Sixty-nine use their classroom period.s to prepare

their lessons indicating that the teachers must use part of
each class period for supervised study.

Twenty-nine did

their lessons at home and five students have other places
where they prepared their assignments.

This table seems to

indicate that even though many students do use other places
to prepare their lessons, the study hall still remains the
popular place to do such work.
General Evaluation of Library-Study Hall

E.z

PupilS

The writer believes that the improvement of the librarystudy hall poJfaies and physical conditions will result in
better pupil and teacher participation; therefore, it seemed
neoessary to have all people who use the library-study hall
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to e valuate it.
Shel ving s paoe s hould be

ade ~uat e

enough to take oare of

al l the books on h and i n a ddition t o t hose t hat may be purchased from time to time.

The amount of space for shelving

will depend up on the size of the room and the number of student s a ssigned to the library-study hall periods.
The location of the library in the secondary school
building should be near the main arteries of traffic.

It is

preferred that the library be centrally looated on the seoond
floor of a three story building.ll
The best po ssible lighting should be available for the
library.

The Illuminating Engineering Sooiety recommends

for libraries an illumination ~~ thirty foot candles. 12
It is recommended by authorities that the library should
be large enough to seat twenty per oent of the student body.13
In the Osawatomie High Sohool the room is large enough to aocommodate seventy-two students, or 24 per 4ent of the student
body_
It is considered necessary that schools with an enrollment of 200 to ,00 students have from 1000 to 2bOO books and
llRaymond J. Young. "An Evaluation of Administrative
Practioes Conoerning Secondary-School Libraries," p. 36.
12American A§sooiation of School Administrators.
ican School Buildinss, 1949 Yearbook, p. 224.

~

13Harl R. Douglass. Organization ~ Administration
Secondary Schools, p. 33.
.

2!
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f rom fiftee n t o thi rty peri odi c al s. 14 By count i ng the number
of books i n one shelf, i t wa s estimat ed t hat this library did
c ontain t he recomme nded number of books.

It is known t hat the

subscriptions of magazines total thirty-nine.

This does not

inolude newspapers.
It was decided that a general ev aluation would be sufficient to bring out the viewpoints of the pupils concerning
library-study hall.

~

An evaluation of the shelving space, 10-

cation, lighting, seating arrangement, book collection, magazine collection, citizenship, and cleanliness or orderliness
was made and a rating of excellent, good, fair, or poor was
given to each.

Table X shows how the various conditions were

rated.
TABLE X
GENERAL EVALUATION OF LIBRARY -STUDY HALL BY PUFllS*

Condition

Excellent

Shelving space
Location
Lighting
seating arrangement
Book collection
Magazine collection
Citizenship
Cle anliness or orderliness
' ~~x ~tlJ.dents

8

50
24
10

25
14
0
7

Good

Fair

Poor

71
96
91
76
88

76
20

15

84

34
55

~8

58
5~

52
77
74

4

17
26
4
20
59
34

not reporting

l~unlce Wolfe. A Handbook !2£ ~ High Sch00l TeacherLibrarian, p. 6.
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According to s eventy- s i x pupi ls, the shelving space rated f air.

The locati on of the libr ary-study hall was consid-

ered good by ninety-six students.

Lighting~

seating ar range-

ment, bo ok and magazine collections were rat ed g00 d by ninetyone, seventy-six, eighty-eight, and eighty-four students respecti vely.

Sev.enty-seven r ated citizenship as fair and

seventy-four rated cleanliness or orderliness as f air.
General Evaluation of Library-Study
Teachers, Librari an

~

~ ~

Principal

The teachers, librarian, and principal gave t heir evaluation of the

S~~

r at ings were used.

conditions as did the students.

The same

In Table XI we find their results.
TABLE XI

GENERAL EVALUATION OF

LIBRA..~Y:S TUDY

HALL BY

TEACHERS , LIBRARI AN AND PRING IPAL

Condition
Shelving space
Location
Lighting
seating arrangement
Book collection
Magazine collection
Citizenship
Cleanliness or orderliness

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

I
2

.5

6
:3
:3
6
7

3

4
I
2
2
0
0

8
7

4

6
11
1
4

2
1

2

4
0
0

.5
7

4

9

Shelving space was considered to be fair by six of the
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f i fteen reporting.

The l ocation and lighting were gi ven a

rating of go od by eight and seven teachers res peotively .

Six

r at ed t he seating arrangement i n the librar y-study hall as
fair and the same rating was given to the book collection by
seven teachers.

The magazine collection according to eleven

teachers wa s g ood, but oitizen ship was rated poor by nine.
As f ar as cleanliness or orderl iness was concerned, seven rated it as fair.
Again, it is interesting to note that of the eight conditions to be evaluated five were given the same rating by
both groups.

This seems to indicate that both groups gener-

ally agree as to the conditions of the library-study hall.
Relationship of Teachers

1£ Library-study

~

It seems pnobable that if the teachers have desirable attitudes toward the library-study hall they might create simi;
lar attitudes in the student.

In attempting to find out the

relationship to and attitudes toward the library-study hall
by teachers, several independ.ent Cluestions were asked.· The
results are given in Table XII.
Eleven teachers out of thirteen said they help seleot
library books that pertain to courses that they are teaching.
Although ten teachers do reCluire lise of the library materials
on the part of the students, all thirteen teachers agree that
there is room for improvement.
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~

It seems pnobable that if the teachers have desirable attitudes toward the library-study hall they might create simi;
lar attitudes in the student.

In attempting to find out the
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by teachers, several independ.ent Cluestions were asked.· The
results are given in Table XII.
Eleven teachers out of thirteen said they help seleot
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on the part of the students, all thirteen teachers agree that
there is room for improvement.
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TABLE XII
TEACHERS RELATI ONSHI P TO AND ATTITUDE

TOWARD LIBRlffiY- STUDY HALL

Q,uestion

Number ot Teache rs
. . y es
No

Do y ou help select library bo oks that
pertain to courses you are teaching
Do y ou require the use of the library
materials on the part of the students
Do y ou believe t h ere is room for improvement by y o~ i n requiring pupil use of
t h e library materials
Is there an adeQuate number of books that
you could use as references for your
classes in the library
Do you favor the combined plan of library
study hall over the separate form
Do you think that it is worthwhile to gi v'e
instruction to students in use of the
library
Do you consider the study hall a nece ssity
Do you think the library should be recognized as t h e central factor in the
school
Do you recognize ways by which you might
aid the librarian and principal in
giving better service

11

2

10

3

13

o

6

7

3

10

13

o

8

3
12

1

Seven teachers asserted there was not an adequate number of
books that could be used as references for their classes indicating that the amount appropriated for the library

~s

ei-

ther being used for other purposes or not being used at all.
As to the desirability of giving instruction to the pupils
i n the use ot the library, all agreed that this should be
done.

The greater majority of the teachers do not believe

that the library should be recognized as the central factor
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in the school.

The writer intended for this question to mean

that the various courses offered in the currioulum should be
f .l exible enough to include the services of the library at all
times.

In other words, the library would be the hub of the

wheel and the teachers of all the courses would draw upon its
resources whenever needed.

This Question may have been mis-

interpreted, but if not, it appears that the teachers are too
textbook minded.

Their attitude is the same in regard to the

combination as the librarians; ten teachers do not favor the
combined plan, yet eight hold the attitude that a study hall
is a necessity.

The relationship of the teachers to the li-

brary-study hall seems to be favorable in so far as selecting
books, giving library instruction, and aiding the administrative staff of the library are concerned.

CIIAPT'£R I I I
SUMMARY AND RECOJMMEND..: ·TIONS

Summary
It has been the purpose of the writer to obtain information from the pupils and the teachers concerning the 1ibrarystudy hall at.Osawatomie, Kansas, and to try to determine the
problems facing this sohool and suggest recommendations based
upon the information reoeived.

The following summarizations

seem to be warranted:
1. In general, the students and teaohers
agree as to what the meat important ' objectives
of the library-study hall should be.
2. Pupils use the library materials whenever they feel there is a need, therefore, making
it necessary that the library be open as DUlch aa
possible.

3. Pupils seem to use the library materials in conjunction with their textbook assignments more than with any other activity;
however, a great deal of improvement can be
made.
4. The teaohers do not seem to use the library as much as they should.

5. The library appropriation has been in-

oreased until new it is far abave the reoommended
amount.

6. The students seem to have developed a
favorable attitude toward the library-study ha.ll
period.

7. Even though a number of students indicated
other plaoes where they prepare their lessons, the
34
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study hall still remains the popular place to
do such work.

8. The shelving space is not as good as
it should be in this library-study hall.

9. The location of the library-study hall
is good in relation to the school plant.
10. The lighting seems to·be sufficient
thus making the room oonducive to study purposes.
11. The magazine collection is adequate to
meet the needs of the students and teachers.
12. The book collection is not adequate,
though there are enough enoyclopedias, diotionaries, and so forth.
13. Citizenship is inferior in the librarystudy hall.
14. The teachers do not favor the oombined
plan of library-study hall but believe that a
study hall is a necessity in the school.

15. The arrangement of the tables and chairs
do not allow sufficient room between tham tor
persons to pass.
Recommendations
It is felt that this study would not be complete unless
some reoornm.endations were given to aid in correoting some of
the problems that are apparent.

It sh0uld be understood that

these recommendations will not necessarily solve the problems, but they may suggest other methods to which a successful solution may be found.

It is recommended:

1, That this situation should be brought
before the high school faculty and oommittees
appointed to study the problem.

2. That pupil assistants be assigned to
each hour of the library-study hall period
to check attendance and other reports that
are necessary.

3. That the task of developing desirable
attitudes within the pupils and teachers
should be undertaken immediately.
4. That more partioipation should be urged
on the part of the administration for teachers
to use the library facilities and to require
more use of these materials on the part of the
students.

5. That more money should be spent on
reference books.
6. That the term "study halIte be dropped
and the words ltlibrary period" be substituted.
7. That the present arrangement of the
book shelves be changed and made to fit flat
against the walls allowing more spaae for
seating arrangement.
8. That an inventory be taken to determine
the faats concerning the status of the library
materials.
9. T~at neoessary steps be taken to oorrect
the citizenship in the library-study hall.
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APPENDICES

PRINCIPAL

UESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE FILL IN !J.'HE BLANKS OR CHECK THE CHOICES AS INDICATED

1. Gi va as many reasons as you can for combining the library
and study hall •

. 2. Do you favor the combined plan? Yes____No____

3. What are your future plans, if any, for the library-study
hall?

----------------------------------------------------

4. Do Y9U enroll pupils for study hall for more than one period a day? Yes____No_____
,. Does the combined plan give way to more discipline problems? Yes_No_

6. Do teachers often send pupils to the library-study hall

because of discipline problems in the classroom? Yes_

No

Do-yDU approve of the above procedure, if true? Yes____

-Do you refer to the library-study hall period as the

No

7.

1111brary period ft pr as the "study hall period"?
______________
· __Whioh do you prefer?____________________

-------

8. What has been the expenditure for the library for the
last five years?

Expendi ture

194.5
1946
1947
1948
1949

High Suhoo1 Enrollment

9. Is the oombination satisfactory from· a library point of
view? Yes

No____

10. Is the oom.bination satisfactory from a study hall point
of view? Yes____No____
40
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11. Do you disouss with the librarian any problem conoerning
the library-study hal l?

Yes~o_

12. Do you encourage teachers to inoorporate the library facilities in their teaching? Yes____No____

13. Do you consider the study hall a neoessity? Yes____No~
Why?______--------------------------------------------

14. Would you please evaluate the following conditions in the
library-study hall? Indicate as exoellent, good, fair,
or poor.
1. shelving spaoe
2. location
3. lighting
______________________ 4. seating arrangement
5. book colleotion
6. magazine collection
7. oitizenship
8. cleanliness or orderliness

LIBRARIAN
PIE.ASE FILL IN

~

~UESTIONNAIRE

BLANKS OR CHECK THE CHOICES AS nqDIC ATED

1. How
study hall-library periods do you have duri,1:lg_
the many
day?______________________________________________
2. How many pupils do you have each hour? 1st
2nd
, 3rd
,4th
, 5th
--~6~th~------.

3. During anyone of these hours are there more pupils than
you ordinarily oan take care of?
how many more?_______________

Yes~No_.

About

4. Do the teachers, as a whole ~, make t1 se of the library materials to any great extent? Yes~o____

5. Do the teachers make use of materials which they requested
to be purchased? Yes____No____

6. How long before school takes up in the morning do you keep
the library open?

-----------------

7. How long after school do you keep the libraryopen?_____
8. Give as many reasons as you can for combining the librarystudy hall in this school system. ________________________

9. Is the combination satisfactory from a library point of
view? Yes_No_

10. Is the combination satisfactory from a study hall point
of view? Yes____No____
11. Does the combined plan tend to create discipline problems? Yes_No_

-------

12. If so, how do you cope with these problam.s?

13. Does the combination of both create an atmosphere of formality in the library? Yes____No____

14. Does the oombined form cause the library to be over
crowded? Yes
No ' ·'~

-

---..
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15. Do you favor the library-study hall arrangement ? Ye s____
No

-

16. What additions in the way of reference books,

encylo:pe~

dias, and dictionaries have been made within the last two
years? Be specifice ______________________________________

-----

17. For how many magazines are you now subscribing?

18. Do many teachers send pupils from their rooms to the library-study hall beoause of discipline problems? Yes
No_

-

19. Is there a general feeling of cooperation among teachers,
librarian, and the administration? Yes____No____

20. Would the separation of library and ' study hall alter the
library budget? Yes____No____ If so, how?_______________
21. Does the oombined ~lan insure regu~ar oontaot with the
library for all pupils? Yes____No____
22. Would you please evaluate the following conditions in ' the
library-study hall? Indicate as excellent, good, fair, or
poor.
1. shelving space
2. location
3. lighting
4. seating arrangement
, . book colleotion
6~ magazine oolleotion
7. oitizenship
8. cleanliness or orderliness

TEACHER

QUES TIrn~AIRE

PLEASE FILL IN TEE BLANKS OR CHECK THE CHOICES AS I NDICATED

1. Field of

teaching~

_______________________________________

2. How often do you make personal use of the library materials?

----------------------------------------------------

3. Do you have the librarian subscribe for magazines than can
be utilized in your teaching? Yes____No____

4. Do you help select library books that pertain to oourses
you are teaching? Yes____No____

5. Do you ever have to use the public library for references
that you cannot find in the sohool library? Yes____No___

6. Is your classwork of such a nature as to require the use
of the library?

____

Yes~o

7. Are you making the best use of the library as a teacher?
Yes_No_

8. Do you require the use of library materials on the part
of the students? Yes____No____

9. Do you believe there is room for improvement

by you in
requiring pupil use of the library materials? Yes

--

No_

lO. Is there an adeQuate number of books that you could use
as references for your olasses in the library? Yes____

No_

ll. What methods do you use to stimulate pupil use of the library?

----------------------------------------------------

12. Give as many advantages as you can for having the library
and the study hall combined. _____________________________
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13. Give as many disadvfu~tages as you can for having the library and the study hall combined. ______________________

14. Would you please evaluate the following conditions in ' the
library-study hall? Indicate as excellent, good, fair, or
poor.
______________________ 1. shelving space
2. location
3. lighting
______________________ 4. seating arrangement
5. book collection
______________________ '6. magazine oollection
7. citizenship
8. cleanliness or orderliness

15. Do you ever send pupils out of your classes to the study
hall because of a discipline problem? Yes____No____

16. Do you favor the combined plan or library-study hall over
the separate form? Yes____No____

17. Do you think that it is worthwhile to give students instruction in the use of the library? Yes____No____

18. In what course would you incorporate such instruction?___
19. Do you consider a study hall a necessity? Yes____No______
20. Do you think the library should be recognized as the central factor in the sohool? Yes____No____
21. Do you recognize ways by which you might aid the librarian
and principal in giving better servioe? Yes
No____

PUPIL

QUESTIOl~AlRE

DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAl\ltE ON THIS PAPER. PLEASE FILL IN - THE
BLANKS OR CHECK THE CHOICES AS THE Q,UESTION INDICATES

1. Classification (undersoore) freshman, sophomore, junior,
senior.
2. Do you think it is more convenient for you to have the
library and the study hall together? Yes~o_

3. Would you study more if you had no study hall at all?
Yes_No_

4. Does it bother you to have people moving about the room
when you are studying? Yes____No____

-

5. Do you think group study should be permitted? Yes

6. How many study hall periods do you have?
No

----------------

7. Do you usually make good use of your study hall time?
Yes_No_

8. Do you think of the study hall-library period as (check
one)

1. ,our free period to do what you want
2. place to get your assignments
3. 'place to do additional work on lessons
4. plaae to work on projects of interest
outside the assigned lesson

9. Where do you do most of your lesson preparation? (check
one)

1. cla.ssroom
2. study hall

3. ho¢..e

4. elsewhere

10. How ma.p.y of your teachers give you assignments that require use of the sohool library materials?_____________
11. Have you ever used the card catalogue? Yes____No____
12. Are you usually able to find the book you want for stud- .
y' :purposeS? ,:' Yes_No_
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13. Are you usually able to find the boo k you want for pleasure reading? Yes____No____

14. Does the librarian ever help with your lessons? Yes____

No_

15. Could you learn more from your classes if you were assigned more outside reading? Yes____No____

16. Do you ever go on your own (before or after school) to
do extra reading for your olasses? Yes____No____

17. How often do you use the library materials·?_ _ _ _ __
18. Do you feel that the reading for interest system that is
used in your present literature classes has increased
your interest in readi ng? Yes_No_

19. What is the main reason for your using the library materia.ls?
1. for reoreation

2. for referenoe work

3. required by teachers
4. (othel')

-----------------------------------

20. vVhich one (1) of the following do you make the most use
of during your library-study,,· hal1 period'"!
1 •. use of library materials for independent
referenoes such as class reports
2. study of textbook assignments without use
of library materials
3. browsing and reading of books for pleasure
4. browsing ·a nd reading of magazines for
pleasure
5. study of textbook assignments with use of
the library materials
21. Would you please evaluate the following conditions in
the library-study hall? Indicate as excellent, good,
fair, or poor.
______~__----______----_ 1. shelving space
2. location of 1ibrarystudy hall
3. lighting
4. seating arrangement
5~ book collection
6. magazine oollection
? • citizenship
------------------------- 8. cleanliness or orderliness

LIBRARY-STUDY HALL

PLEASE RANK, IN

O~~

OF IMPORTANCE TO YOU, THE FOLLO\v.ING

AIMRS OR OBJECTIVES OF THE LIBRARY -STUDY HALL.

PLEASE ADD

ANY SUGGESTIONS OF YOUR O¥J'N THAT HAVE NOT BEEN MENTIONED
ABOVE BEFORE YOU RANK THE1~ SO TREY MAY BE INCLUDED.

to aoquire books and other materials in line with the
demands of the ourriculum and the needs of the students
) to guide pupils in their choice of books and other materials of learning
to develop in pupils skill and resouroefulness in their
use of books and libraries
(

) to encourage the ha bit of personal investigation

(

) to help pupils establish a wide range of signifioant
interests

(

to provide aesthetic experienoe and develop appreciation of the arts
) to enoourage lifelong education through the use of library resouroes

(

to encourage social attitudes and provide experience
in social and democratic living
) to work cooperatively with instructional and administrative staffs of the school
~upils

(

place to develop good study habits for

(

) to teach methods of lesson preparation

(

) to identify physic al defects (posture, .eyesight, etc.)

(

) to provide a clean and comfortable place for students
to study

) to emphasize the importance of study to the pupils
(

) willingness to take responsibility for study on part
of students

(

) willingness to take responsibility of oitizenship
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(

) planning and organizing study and library mat erials for
effeotive use

(

) working without immediate reward

(

(

)

(

)

)

